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October 8, 2021 – TUS100 Update

Did you know? Centennial Week events are free to the public?  You can review the
Event List and share it with your family, co-workers, and friends.  There are authors,
artists, performers and historians that will share their insight into why the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier is a lasting memorial to service and sacrifice.

Centennial Tidbit
We have the honor of sharing a few new Centennial Tidbits answering the question of
“Why is the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier Important?”  We have asked the public to
share their thoughts on a personal and national level.  Each of these have been added
to our YouTube channel, where you can view other videos surrounding TUS100.

Tidbit #43: Senator Alex Padilla (CA) - https://youtu.be/w69rn44cIW8
Tidbit #44: Senator Jon Tester (MT) - https://youtu.be/x80XYgGvSZg
Tidbit #45: American Gold Star Mothers  - https://youtu.be/pZKLjbvdfmQ

Want to share your thoughts about the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier?  Send in your
video to publicaffiairs@tombguard.org

France Historic Pilgrimage Information
Next week members of the Society, along with American Gold Star Mothers and the
Daughters of the American Revolution will head to France to follow the footsteps of the
World War I Unknown Soldier from the cemeteries where candidates were chosen, to
the selection site, and finally to the dock where he met the USS Olympia for the final
voyage home.

This historic pilgrimage will help better understand the battlefields where the Unknown
Soldier may have fallen, the cities and towns that continue to remember the service and
sacrifice, and pay homage to the unique bond between our two nations.

SOCIETY OF THE HONOR GUARD, TOMB OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER
P.O. Box 1111, Hermitage, PA 16148

www.tombguard.org
For more information please contact SHGTUS Public Affairs at publicaffiairs@tombguard.org

https://youtu.be/w69rn44cIW8
https://youtu.be/x80XYgGvSZg
https://youtu.be/pZKLjbvdfmQ
mailto:publicaffiairs@tombguard.org
http://www.tombguard.org/
mailto:publicaffiairs@tombguard.org


With the gracious assistance of the American Battle Monument Commission (ABMC)
the group, along with local officials and US / French veterans, will tour the battlefields
associated with the St. Mihiel American Cemetery, Aisne-Marne American Cemetery,
Somme American Cemetery, and Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery where in
October of 1921 four candidates were chosen and then taken to the Hotel de Ville in the
city of Chalons-en-Champagne.

On October 23rd the city of Chalons-en-Champagne will have exhibits surrounding the
Unknown Soldier and a vigil to reenact the French military guarding these four
candidates through the night before the final selection.  The special US Centennial Flag
will be draped on the casket that will be used the next day during the official
ceremonies. This ceremony is open to the public and you can contact the planner at
n.pinto@chalonsenchampagne.fr with any questions.

On October 24th the city of Chalons-en-Champagne will host ceremonies honoring the
Unknown Soldier on the 100th anniversary of the selection by Sergeant Edward
Younger in 1921, and the process down the same route toward the train station,
stopping at the War Memorial for a wreath ceremony.  This ceremony is open to the
public and you can contact the planner at n.pinto@chalonsenchampagne.fr with any
questions.

On October 25th the group will visit the Normandy American Cemetery where an
unselected candidate for the World War II Unknown Soldier is buried, followed by official
ceremonies in the city of Le Havre on the 100th anniversary of the departure of the
Unknown Soldier aboard the USS Olympia to the land of his birth.  The ceremony will
be conducted on the spot where the Unknown Soldier left French soil and include the
dedication of a historic plaque.  The ceremony in Le Havre is open to the public and
you can contact the planner at chrystelle.josserand@lehavre.fr with any questions.

The group will conclude this historic pilgrimage by paying their respects to the French
Unknown Soldier in Paris, followed by a special gala hosted by American Legion Paris
Post #1 and the Association of the United States Army (AUSA).  You can learn more
about their support for this pilgrimage, how they are connected to the World War I
Unknown Soldier, and how to attend the gala by visiting American Legion Paris Post 1.

Keep an eye on our social media as we send updated from France October 19-28, 2021
SHGTUS Facebook

SHGTUS Twitter

Centennial Flag Project
If you have been following the TUS100 News section of the Society website, you will
know that we have as special project underway surrounding a special flag that be flown
at key locations surrounding the World War I Unknown Soldier selection and journey

SOCIETY OF THE HONOR GUARD, TOMB OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER
P.O. Box 1111, Hermitage, PA 16148

www.tombguard.org
For more information please contact SHGTUS Public Affairs at publicaffiairs@tombguard.org

https://www.abmc.gov/cemeteries-memorials/europe/st-mihiel-american-cemetery
https://www.abmc.gov/aisne-marne
https://www.abmc.gov/cemeteries-memorials/europe/somme-american-cemetery
https://www.abmc.gov/Meuse-Argonne
mailto:n.pinto@chalonsenchampagne.fr
mailto:n.pinto@chalonsenchampagne.fr
https://www.abmc.gov/normandy
mailto:chrystelle.josserand@lehavre.fr
http://www.parispost1.com/
https://www.facebook.com/societyofthehonorguard
https://twitter.com/SHGTUS
http://www.tombguard.org/
mailto:publicaffiairs@tombguard.org


home to the United States, during the national
commemoration of the Centennial of the Tomb
of the Unknown Soldier.

The flag was last flown on Memorial Day 2021
at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier and placed
into its travel case.  This case was then passed
off to James Livingston (1999-01) who carried it
to the Independence Seaport Museum in
Philadelphia where the USS Olympia is docked.

On September 27th the flag was hoisted on the
USS Olympia, marking the 100th anniversary of
the start of her journey to bring home the World War I Unknown Soldier.  On this date in
1921 the minesweeper USS Quail transferred a special detachment of US Marines to
the Olympia as she was berthed in Hampton Roads, VA. On September 28th the
Olympia headed for Melville, Rhode Island to refuel with additional coal before transiting
the North Atlantic for Plymouth, England. Olympia and her Marines would arrive in
Plymouth on October 14th to take part in ceremonies where General Pershing presented
the British Unknown Warrior the Medal of Honor.

From here the Olympia would depart England on October 23rd, and head to Le Havre,
France to await the Unknown Soldier who would be selected by Sergeant Edward
Younger on October 24th.  To learn more about this story, visit our website and read the
article “With the Hand of God” written by former Marine J.R. Neubeiser at
https://tombguard.org/assets/images/products/With-the-Hand-of-God_v4.pdf

James Livingston (1999-01), Jake Hammond (2019-21), and Pasquale Varallo
(1947-48) were the Society’s representatives during this ceremony, with Assistant
Quartermaster David Hathaway leading the detail.  They were joined by members of the
Independence Seaport Museum.
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The ceremony started with the lowering of the US Flag already on the fantail of the
Olympia, and the Society team moving into position.  They then removed the flag from
the special carrying case and raised it on the flagpole at the fantail of the Olympia.

The next stop for the Centennial Flag is to travel to France and be flown at each
American Battle Monuments Commission cemetery that candidates were selected from
in 1921, starting with the Aisne-Marne American Cemetery on October 21 st.  This will be
followed by ceremonies in Chalons-en-Champagne, Le Havre, and Paris.

New Book
Authors Nancy Rust and Carol Stubbs teamed up with Melissa Vandriver to publish
“The Unknown Soldier’s Journey Home”.  This perfect table top book is an attention
grabber and will tell the heartwarming story of the World War I Unknown Soldier’s
journey from home to the battlefield, and finally Arlington National Cemetery.  You can
find it by visiting www.acadianhouse.com and search for “unknown”.

Military Women’s Memorial
Our patterns at the Military Women’s Memorial are sharing the special stories from our
nation's military women.  This month they talked with the first black female Tomb Guard
to earn the Tomb Guard Identification Badge (TGIB), Sergeant Major (Retired) Danyell
Walters who served at the Tomb from 1996-97.  You can view her story here on
November 11:
HERstory | SGM Danyell Walters | Military Women's Memorial (womensmemorial.org)

Flower Ceremony
Arlington National Cemetery (ANC) has released information on how to sign up for the
Public Flower Ceremony on November 9 - 10.  This was a project that the Society
proposed in 2018 and is finally coming to fruition under the planning of the ANC team.
The official event is free and open to the public.

SOCIETY OF THE HONOR GUARD, TOMB OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER
P.O. Box 1111, Hermitage, PA 16148

www.tombguard.org
For more information please contact SHGTUS Public Affairs at publicaffiairs@tombguard.org

http://www.acadianhouse.com
https://womensmemorial.org/index.php/program/herstory-7-2021-11-11/
http://www.tombguard.org/
mailto:publicaffiairs@tombguard.org


For more information on how you can lay a flower at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier
and pay your respects visit: Tomb of the Unknown Soldier Centennial Commemoration
Public Flower Ceremony Tickets, Multiple Dates | Eventbrite

For more information on ANC and what they are planning for the National
Commemoration of the Centennial of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier visit their
website at Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 100 (arlingtoncemetery.mil)

List of #TUS100 Events
An updated list of events around the US and overseas is attached, changes are
highlighted in yellow.
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